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Break O'Day Green Army Graduates
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Despite the Federal Gavernment threatening to axe funding
for the Green Army, the Break O’Day Green Army graduation
on Friday December 16 was a day to celebrate achieve-
ments, learned skilis and potential job prospects,

A team of eight celebrated completing their six months with
the Break O’'Day Green Army project in Kings Park, St Helens.
During their time with the program, the team helped plant
more than 2000 trees and protected more than 40ha in
Break O’Day from invasive weeds.

Break O’Day NRM Facilitator Polly Buchhorn said the work
the graduates did, and their dedication to their work, was a
great example to other young people in the community. —_s :
“They now know all too well how challenging threatened . - .

species habitat protection is, but worked with enthusiasm all Break O’Day Green Army participants

over Break O'Day on jobs from the coast to the mountains and supporters with the
with community and public land managers to achieve signifi- Break O’Day Mayor Mick Tucker and
cant gains for our native wildiife.” Continued on p5 NRM facilitator Polly Buchhorn

Bicheno’s beautiful Farm Shed Lions Club of St Marys

in evening wear, More on pl8 Best decorated Business Winner.
Parade pictures and article on p6

o Ath March at the Fingal Football ground,
see page 16 for details.
This year’s Festival promises to be

bigger and better than cver!!
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Advertising rates

¢+ Business card ads +

$15 .
¢ Intermediate ads $18 o
¢ ipage ads $25

2 page ads $40

Full page ads $65
Permanent classified
ads $20 p.a.

Notice to non-profit groups re advertising rates:
Articles submitted by non-profit groups are free up to
4 page, then they will cost 50% of the advertised fee,
Private community announcements / private classifieds
are free for two issues,

Annual posted subscriptions are $69 and annual online
subscriptions are $20.

Articles for publication may be left at the St Marys
Pharmacy, posted or emailed. For online advertising,
contact the Editor,

We do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of
information provided by contributors. Opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the editor or volunteer staff.

The Valley and East Coast Voice Inc. -

Guidelines

Opinions in any letters published are not necessarily those
of the Editor and committee, or volunteer staff.

Our pages remain open to fair and honest criticism so that
on all questions both sides may be presented, but any
submissions containing personal attacks / libel / slander
will not be accepted.

Kindly do not attack the editor, the paper or the authors of
previous articles.

All articles for submission must bear the author’s name,
town of residence, address and phone number. The
address and phone number will not be published but are
for verification purposes only.

Letter writers will be given the chance to respond over a
suitable period of time. Subjects may be closed at the
editor’s discretion. Please make sure of your facts. Do
not write submissions just to let off steam. Articles most
commonly published are those relating to current
community issues.

Keep articles short, simple and to the point.

Letters are restricted to 300 words or fewer.

The editor reserves the right to edit any submission for
grammar, spelling or reduction in size where necessary.
All letters/emails must include your full name, address
and phone number.

The Valley and East Coast Voice Inc. reserves the right at
all times, without notice, to update, change or amend our
guidelines.

All information is correct at time of printin 2.

Whilst we value and welcome community input, the
Valley and East Coast Voice Inc. does not provide
specific feedback regarding any decision made not to
publish a submission.
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Community Notices

Pursuant to the Extraordinary Meeting of The Valley
and East Coast Voice Inc. held on January 9, 2017 the
current committee is:

Interim Chairperson / President Kevin Faulkner
Vice President Glyn Johnson

Vice President }ili Faulkner

Secretary Wendy Fowler

Treasurer Rod Hunt

Public Officer Wendy Dawson

Committee member Irene Smith

Committee member Sonya Allison

Notice to non-profit groups: A full page advertisement
will attract 50% of the regular charge - up to a full page
will be free of charge for all non-profit groups.
Community notices / articles submitted (by email or
post) on behalf of any non-profit group must include the
author’s name, contact phone number, position within
their organisation and town of residence.

Failure to provide this information will result in non-
publication of notices / articles.

The next AMIC meeting will be held 4pm at AMIC on
Tuesday February 21, 2017 Prue O’Connor, Secretary,
Avoca. 6384 2119

The next Rossarden & Friends Kids Christmas meet-
ing will be held 3pm at the Avoca Roadhouse on Tuesday
February 14,2017 Helen Repnolds, Secretary, Avoca.
6384 2101

ROSSARDEN Fire training and BBQ dates are: March
4, April 1, May 6, June 3, July 1, August 5, September 2,
October 7, November 4 and December 2. Fire Brigade
training is10am prior to each BBQ,

Mike Prewer, Rossarden. 6385 2184

Rossarden Progress Association meeting dates for
2017: 3pm at Marlene’s February 13, April 17, June 12,
August 14 AGM.

If you want the Progress Association to continue we need
new nominations for President, Secretary and the commit-
tee at the AGM. If the RPA folds, it will mean the loss of
a committee working to benefit the community, the loss of
the Landcare Group and any funds held will be dealt with
as per the Constitution. Mary Knowles, Secretary, Gipps
Creek. 6385 2002

Esk Main Road Shoulder Sealing

The Tasmanian Government has allocated funding from

the Road Safety Levy to undertake shoulder sealing and

line marking on two sections of Esk Main Road:

¢ From Stynes Creek Bridge for approximately 1.2 km
heading towards St Pauls Bridge;

¢ From Killymoon Bridge for approximately 2.8 km
heading towards the St Marys township.,

This project forms part of a co-ordinated upgrading of Esk

Main Road as a High Productivity Vehicle route and the

key corridor connecting the Midland Highway with the

east coast of Tasmania,

The key objective of this project is to improve safety for

all road users through the provision of wider sealed

Continued next page ...
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Esk Main Road Shoulder Sealing continued

shoulders, reflective pavement markers and audible centre
lines. Construction will commence in January 2017 and
be completed by midApril 2017, subject to weather condi-
tions. The road works will be performed under an ap-
proved traffic management plan by the contractor to en-
sure the least possible disruption to road users. Reduced
speed limits at the work site are necessary for the safety of
workers and the travelling public, so please slow down,
approach the work site with caution and follow all traffic
control instructions.

Further Information

Further information about the project can be found on the
Department of State Growth website:

www.transpert.tas, gov.an/road/projects

Any enquiries you have regarding this project can be di-
rected to the Project Manager, Allan Lee, on 6166 3419
or by email at: info@stategrowth.fas. gov.au

Building Act 2016 - what you need to know

On January 1, 2017, the new state-wide Building Act
came into effect.

As a Local Government agency, Break O’Day Council
must now regulate and enforce this new Act so we are
aiming to keep our community as informed as possible on
how these changes may affect them.

The State Government’s Building Act 2016 and conse-
quential legiskative changes, aim to do three main things;
1. Mitigate risk. 2. Streamline building processes, and 3.
Introduce state wide compliance in the Building Industry.
The new Act is comprehensive and how the changes will
affect you can depend on the nature of your project, loca-
tion, zoning etc. For this reason, Council would advise
you to ask us for advice first before jumping headlong
into your building project, no matter how small.

The following information has been identified by Council
as three areas of confusion around the new Building Act
which we would like to clarify.

Permits: While it is true that certain works will no fonger
require a Building/Plumbing Permit, they may still require
a Planning Permit and/ot assessment by a Building Sur-
veyor. This means that it’s a good idea to advise Council
of any works you plan on carrying out, whether you are an
owher, builder or a contractor.

Our advice for all works is to give us a call and ask first.
Our professional staff will ensure you have the right infor-
mation and can guide you through whichever processes
are required.

Licensed Builders: Alongside the Building Act 2016, the
Residential Building Work, Contracts and Dispute Reso-
lution Act was developed. This Act aims to better protect
homeowners and contractors from potential disputes. This
Act comes into play for contracts of $20,000 or more,
Under the new legislation any works of, or exceeding
$20.600 must have a contract in place between both par-
ties.

For better consumer protection, a Residential Building
Consurmer Guide has been developed.

This guide uses easy to understand language to help
homeowners undersiand their rights and obligations once
a building contract has been entered into. Continued next
column ...

Building Act 2016 — what you need to know contintted
Owner Builders: The builder must give the owner a copy
of this guide for the contract to be legal and binding. This
guide can be found at www justice.tas.gov.au. The Build-
ing Act 2016 has looked closely at owner builders and
there have been some significant changes made in this
area. The biggest change is that owner builder permits
will now only be issued for residential works. There has
also been a reintroduction of owner builder insurance.
More information on these changes can be found at

www. justice.tas. gov.au.
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& Heather Shirley Lodge &
'0‘ &

:’3 Passed away unexpectedly on 26-12-2016. &
% Helen, Christine and Glen would like to thank ¥
% everyone for their kind and comforting words, &

:E cards, phone calls, flowers and presence at b
& Heather's service. by
% A special thank you to Tamara from %
& Harris Funerals, the St Marys Sports Centre and 4
% to Len Miles for his support and heartfelt delivery g:
;‘:f of the eulogy. 8
% The family particularly enjoyed hearing the &

;:.} personal stories and appreciative comments ¢
% about Heather's life and her volunteer work in -~ &

& the community. |}
:§: It was a community that she really loved being §:
3 a part of, and one that provided her with a %
3 full and active life. ¥
:,i We would like to express our sincere gratitude %
;§: to all those who helped and supported her. »:.;
& She really cherished your friendship, &
§§ companionship and love. g
¥ Those we love don't go away, §
:i they watk beside us every day. §

gt
& O OO DT O U OO OR OO ORI O ORI O LU DU U U

“The Valley & East Coast Voice Inc marks the
death on Monday December 26, 2016 of our good
friend, long-time member of the compilation team,
and committee president
Mrs Lodge.
The Editor and Committee extend their sincere
condolences to her family and friends.

VALE HEATHER.

Meals on Wheels will hold their General Meeting on
Thursday February 16 at 2pm in the Day Room at the
St Marys Community Health Centye - ali welcome.
Valmai Spencer, President, St Marys

Expressions of interest for the volunteer position of
editor of the Valley and East Coast Voice Inc.
are invited. Fuli details provided in response to
genuine enquiries.

Contact W Dawson on 0403 430 452
wdawson@valleyvoice.com.au
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St Marys Parish Catholic Church Christmas raffle submitted by Mary Poiesz, St Marys

Ist Prize. Hamper, Fric

2nd Prize. Mini hamper, Lyn Nichols

3rd Prize. Queen sheet set, Cal

4th Prize. Cast iron pot, A. Milner

5th Prize, Large doll, Cheryl Rankin

6th Prize. Cutlery set, Marlene Reading

7th Prize. Carpet rug, Janet Weyer

8th Prize. Queen comforter set, Hazel Barr

9th Prize. 8ltr. Drink dispenser, tray & glasses
[0th Prize. Ladies basket, Jackie

I'lth Prize. Sparkiing wine basket, Diane Smith

12th Prize. Men's basket. Kathy Rattray

13th Prize. Ladies gift set, Genevieve Aulich

14th Prize. Beer prize

I5th Prize. Teenage girl set, Randy

16th Prize. Goodnight set, Linda

17th Prize. Floral bouquet & vanity set, frene Smith
18th Prize. Clown, Margaret Wallace

19th Prize. 2 quilted knee rugs, Rebecca Hill

20th Prize. 2 towels, hand towel & face washer, Brian
Miles

21st. Prize. 2 towels, hand towe] & face washer, Mandy

-

st marys

communitysgace

fringing feeple Togetio:

The St Marys Op Shop volunteers, and the St Marys
School Association, take this chance to wish everyone a
belated happy new year, and a very BIG thank you for
your continued support, by way of donations and sales.
Normal summer trading hours are: Monday - Friday 9am
- 4pm and Saturday 10am - 1pm

All Op Shop proceeds during February will be granted by
the St Marys School Association to the St Marys Com-
munity Space project.

Please consider donating anything that you are clearing
out this new year to the St Marys Op Shop.

Thank you.

Janet Drummond, Co-ordinator, St Muarys Op Shop ar
23a Main St (behind the Town Hall) St Marys

ST HELENS-ST MARYS RSL
SUB BRANCH INC,

The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigitance
President: Mr Wayne Cubitt
6376 8318 / bruv.48@bigpond com
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr Harry Jager
6376 3108
POB 364 St Helens TAS 7216

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The St Helens - St Marys RSL Sub Br Annual General
Meeting will be held in the East Coast Veterans Infor-
mation & Support centre on
Thursday the February 23, 2017
Starting at 2.30pm
Members and visitors welcome

Lest We Forget

The next AVOCA Market is on
Saturday February 11,2017
in the Hall.

Contact Shirley at the
Post Office
6384 2129/ 6384 2259

e GREMTER ESK " TOURISM —ooemm
GET Memberships are due now

Business Membership $50
Associate Membership $20
Please forward membership fees to:
The Secretary Greater Esk Tourism,
1230 Gipps Creek Rd, Gipps Creek 7213
or if you need an invoice please email:
gippscreek@skymesh.com.au

Support the Fingal Valley tourism association to
promote Valley businesses, print maps, promote
markets and events, seek funding for tourism infra-
structure and lobby Government and TasRail for a
steam train to the 2018 Fingal Valley Festival.
Keep our valley towns vibrant and viable.
Mary Knowles, Secretary, Gipps Creek

L For Sale

I'may be old and feeble, but I’m still selling moo poo.
Norm 6372 2380

Large round bales hay, not rain effected. §55.
Alan 0407 944 158

" Wanted

Shed or garage wanted for long term rental or lease in
St Marys; has to be clean, dry, secure and have ongoing
access. Genuine local enquiry. Please ph 0439 615 213
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Continued from front page

Break O'Day Mayor Mick Tucker was also impressed by the achievements of the team and the program.

“The benefits of this program go beyond just acting as caretakers for our environment, you also get to learn hands on
skills that will translate in to real-life work skills.” he said. “What this program has offered young people in our commu-
nity is a real hand-up, not hand-out, and we will do all we can to convince the Federal Government of the benefits a
program like this has in a regional and disadvantaged community like ours.”

Break O’Day Council passed a decision on Monday to lobby the tederal Government over the potential axing of the pro-
gram.

Abetz slams Federal Government's decision to ditch Green Army project by Georgie Burgess December 20, 2016

The Federal Government's decision to scrap the Green Army project is "unpalatable”, and cuts could have been made to
foreign aid in order fo save it, says Tasmanian Liberal Senator Eric Abetz.

The Mid Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook, handed down by Treasurer Scott Morrison on Monday, confirmed the pro-
ject would not continue. Mr Morrison said it would save the budget $224 million over four years.

" would have hoped a good, successful project, which is good for young people, the environment and communities,
might have been able to be preserved and we may have been able to fund savings in other areas, such as with some of our
foreign aid,” Senator Abetz said. "But these decisions need to be made, and some of them are unpalatable.

"This project was really strong on practical environmentalism - fencing off penguin rookeries to protect them, protecting
rivers and streams, weeding ... good genuine environmental works, which are of benefit to local communities and the peo-
ple who participate in them.”

North-East Bioregional Network president Todd Dudley said the project had significant economic benefits in Tasmania,
and participants were deeply disappointed.

"It's just really disappointing because it's been really successful in our area - it provides employment and training for
young people in conservation work," Mr Dudley said.

His network co-hosts Green Army projects with the Break O'Day Council and Parks and Wildlife Services.

"They've been doing a variety of things, from producing nest boxes for swift parrots to penguin nest rehabilitation, restor-
ing pine plantations back to native forests and working in a range of environments from rainforests to coastal heathlands,”
he said. "There isn't a substitute program that's been proposed. It's nota work-for-the-dole program - most of the people
doing the project get paid twice what they'd get on the dole.”

Mt Dudley said the Skyline Tier project in the north east had a significant economic benefit, with studies showing it con-
tributed $1.9m to the local community over several years,

Hilly’s IGA St Marys
Open 7 days a week |

Pizzas made wholely in house,
reaely o rook.

-

Laree vange ol salads
imade Dresh insstore,
Succulent BBYY Chickens
conked o perfection,
Cookies (ried chacken
and hiot chips wvailable 7 days.

Hilly’s IGA St Marys and St Helens
we Stand for Fresh
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Lions Club 2016 Christmas Eve Party and Parade

Christmas Eve saw another great day for the residents of St Marys to enjoy the 2016 Christmas Party and Parade which
was once again put on by the members of St Marys Lions Club on an afternoon of perfect weather, excited kids and a visit
from Santa himself,

‘The ¢lub members provided plenty of giveaways, 450 drinks, sweets, chips, paddle pops, free age group raffle draws, free
Jumping castle and face painting,

A special thank you goes to our local Ambulance Volunteers, Traffic Controllers and the Volunteers who kept an eye on
our kids ensuring they were kept safe during the parade.

To our local Fire Service who looked after Santa and provided his “chariot”; thank you.

A big thank you too for our local Police Officers John and Bob for their expert guidance and assistance. Everyone who
entered the parade from kids on pushbikes to motorbikes and floats could not have been better behaved,

Thank you to the St Marys Sports Club who calered with a great BBQ, taking the pressure off our few available members
on the day.

Our thanks also go to Jeff and Margaret Faulkner and Jun Li who allowed us to use their blocks for this event and also to
Kirk McGiveron for being our MC and providing the great musie.

Our thanks to all the residents who took the time to enter the Christmas Parade (great stir-up Lyn), the biggest for many
years. There was a great variety of floats entered with 1¥ place going to St Marys Hospital, 2™ place to the

St Marys Play Group and 3™ place to Craig and Hayley for their “bees” float.

As you may know, our club and the local Tas Networks workers were unable to hang our bunting this year due to changes
in the rules and regulations by Tas Networks head office, so our club offered a $500 prize for the best decorated business
in the town.,

It was great to sce so many businesses getting into the spirit
of Christmas, but the business Jjudged to be the best deco-
rated was won by Andi and Sheryn from Grassy Bottom
Emporium (E scape).

Our Lions Club Christmas Stocking was won by a very
excited Christine Rowntree,

Many thanks to the many people who bought tickets in the
Stocking which all helps towards paying for the day.

John McGiveron (President)
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Road gravel.

Top soil, screened topsoil.

Sand and rocks.

On sight screener 20mm ~ 75mm.
20 tonne excavators with tilt
bucket, ripper, rock and log grabber
and quick hitch,

D65 Komatsu dozer with ripper
and tilt blade.

0 yard tipper.

Compaction roller.

* Wheel loader.,

£
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L]

L2

®

LOCAL OWNER/OPERATOR WITH
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Call Dana or Craig: 6372 2033/0439 722 032 @
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Grants available for Community Projects

The Tasmanian Liberal Government has invested more than $250,000 in the Men’s Shed program since coining to office
and a further $124,204 is now available for capital works programs and tools, equipment and community initiatives.

Guy Barnett (Member for Lyons) said round five of the program was now open and called on local groups to take advan-
tage of the program.

“Tasmania's 74 Men's Sheds are an incredibly valuable community asset with more than 4,000 regular members across
the state,” Mr Barnett said. “Men’s Sheds provide a safe, supportive environment where men can form friendships, learn
and share skills, seek support and advice regarding health and wellbeing issues and participate in projects that benefit the
broader community. I know from my visits to many Sheds in Lyons, of which there are over 20, that they are an invalu-
able community asset, which is why I'm so proud the Government has been such a strong supporter of the program.”

ment upgrades to improve occupational health and safety; the purchase of tools and equipment for newly established
sheds; First Aid training and equipment including defibrillators; and Community garden projects.

“Tasmania has the highest density of Men’s Sheds in Australia (16 sheds per 100,000 compared to 3.5 in NSW) and they
deliver clear health benefits to communities through increased physical activity and improved awareness of mental health
issues like depression and anxiety,” Mr Barnett said, “I encourage Men’s Sheds to get involved in this new round of
funding, with information and application forms available at www. dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/csr or feel free to contact my
office and we can assist you with your application.”

Applications close on February 17. Contact: Anthony Haneveer on 0428 374 122
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Migase conloct my elfice ot
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= Extensive market knowledge & personalised,
= Window displays in Scamander, 5t Marys,

= Specialised website & mobile website designed

Your Independent, Locally Owned
& Operated Real Estate Agency!

caring service.
St Helens and Bicheno.

to showcase the wonderful East Coast lifestyle.

If you are thinking of buying or selling, please contact
Surf Coast Realty for market advice or an
Obligation-free appraisal.
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including life. People today may not realise it, but this area came close to being blackened on that very same day Febru-
ary 7, 1967, with a major fire in Irishtown Road / St Patrick’s Head area.

Fortunately this fire was eventually controlled and extinguished with a great deal of assistance from Forestry Tas workers,
but not before the fire had burnt across the same area three times because of the changing winds,

A saw mill was destroyed by fire out the back of Mt Elephant on that day, leaving the owner totally devastated by the
loss; thankfully because of fire fighting equipment on site {primitive though it was), the fire was contained to the mill site.

30-40 feet then explode and open up as though it had been attacked with a glant can opener, This happened to 5 or 6
drums, causing us to keep our heads down.

NB: Fire-fighting equipment in those days consisted mainly of knap sacks (20 litre water tank on your back with a hand
operated pump to deliver the water), rake hoes to construct the fire breaks with, and flails (usually a few pieces of canvass

Now back to the 2006 fires, as they have become known as.

Sunday December 10, 2006: The rest of the night seemed to disappear into a foggy memory of organising more crews
along with relief for those firies already on the ground, however this relicf never came about because of the nature of the
fire.

Monday December 11: The fire is still marching on unhindered in all directions. Because of the tetrain in which it was
burning, we could only work on the accessible edges giving the most grief, and rely on aerial suppott for the other areas.
Monday early afternoon, it is time to head down the St Marys Pass to check on the progress of the fire which had since
basically created its own weather pattern by engendering its own winds, Being in the region that it was i.e. hills and gul-
lies, the wind pattern was fickle to say the least,

This caused the people in the IMT (Incident Management Team) some grief. They were taking particular note of BOM
forecasts, as is the normal case - however they had never experienced our true East Coast conditions where it is some-
times hard for even the hardened long-time locals to be able to predict the outcomes of the weather. (I hasten to add that
the difficulty experienced here did not have any cffect on the final outcome of the fire.)

On the way down the Pass, it soon became evident that more resources would be urgently required in the coastal region.
This was set in place, however as we were approaching Falmouth intersection a lot of things happened at the same time.
Thick black smoke came belching up out of the gully, totally blacking out any vision at all; as it enveloped my vehicle 1
couldn't see beyond the windscreen. A quick call on the radio to Mike behind me to back out, and as the smoke started to
turn orange ! selected reverse gear, held the steering wheel straight, dropped the clutch and hoped like hell all was clear
behind, Thankfully it was.

The main road had the effect of slowing the main front, however all the spot fires on the other side soon took hold, joined
up and took off again. At the same time, the fire on the western side took a run for the bottom of the pass, continuing on
its uninterrupted way towards the top. At this point let me say that the burning embers from here were landing in our

each other, as happened across the area during the fires. Thank you to all, from one and all.)

Back to Falmouth Junction: With the smoke now clearing enough to see, I noticed a southerly wind coming up the coast,
Irecall saying to Mike that we had a cold southerly coming and it will help us with cooling conditions , His reply was
don't speak too soon - how wrong | was,

With the fire creating its own wind, hot north west/west winds blowing, descending dry air. the southerly wind being
cooler and more dense CArIYIngG more oxygen, we were now Jaced with a perfect recipe Jor total disaster.

This was a very complex set of circumstances all coming together in the one area at the same time, By now the fire was
burning en both sides of the road, with flames being drawn toward each other. This made travel on the road totally out of
the question, we could do nothing but watch and wait for an epportunity to get through,

10
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Continued ... While this was taking place, the additional appliances and crews had arrived. Let me try to paint you a pic-
ture of what it was like.

The winds from the combined effects were picking up the cow pats from the ground and blowing them around like feath-
ers, the Hydro poles were on fire and burning to the ground within minutes leaving live wires dangling, trees along the
road side were catching fire and burning fiercely due to the heat of the day combined with the heat of the fire and the ef-
fects of the wind; these trees became weakened within minutes rather than the hours that it would normally take, and with
the strong winds were blowing over across the road, adding to the dilemma. One of the appliances with crew tried to get
through the paddocks to see if anything could be done that way, or find a way forward, but when the crew members got
out of the truck the wind literally blew them off their feet and rolled them along the ground, so this clearly was not an
option.

While all of this was taking place, we had to set up a road block and stop all traffic, and while some drivers were virtually
demanding to be let through, the majority understood the situation and were prepared to sit it out (the road was still
blocked at this stage).

With the fire front having now moved north and smoke conditions improving, the task of clearing a path through the
fallen trees could begin, With this was achieved minimally, the fire crews could now head towards Scamander through a
corridor of flames, smoke and flying embers. The carnage they witnessed will remain imprinted in their minds forever -
power poles falling to the ground, burning trees blowing over, farm fences being destroyed, frightened farm animals hud-
dled in groups, Curtis reserve laid bare. However this was nothing in compatrison to what would meet them when they
reached Scamander.

With the fire coming down off the hills, as well as along the coastal strip at breakneck speed, by the time this convoy of
fire trucks and crew could get there, Scamander was burning.

1 must at this point acknowledge that while this was happening, the Scamander Fire Brigade, along with the neighbouring
brigades, were doing everything possible to save the township and area from devastation.

I would also like to acknowledge the assistance provided
by all Brigades and fire fighters throughout the fire’s
duration. To try and name certain brigades in any area at
any time I run the risk of missing some out and this
would be unforgiveable .

The assistance provided by the chopper pilots also needs
acknowledgement, especially on this day; to operate in
such winds needs considerable skills which were dem-
onstrated on more than one occasion - when filling the
bucket with water and the chopper basically lying on its
side in the wind, with the main rotor almost touching the
water.

{ am not going to dweil on individual structures or how
many were fost, | am sure that we are all aware of that.
To lose one is one too many. As well as that, over the
years as a volunteer fire fighter, ! have witnessed the
look of despair (too many times) on peoples’ faces as
they have watched all their possessions go up in flames;
I have seen the happiness on a little child’s face when we have been able to pull a favourite dol! or teddy bear out of the
ashes; I recall the tears on the parents’ faces when we are lucky enough to find a family photo that has come through the
fire unscathed. The thought of it ali brings a tear to my own eye, so [ can start to understand how those directly involved
must feel!

Now let us return to the Falmouth junction: Power poles down, everything blackened, the line of traffic increasing alf the
time, St Marys Pass now closed, the word has come back from Scamander that no traffic will be getting through either
way that day. The task now is to individually notify every vehicle of the situation, recommending they turn around and
head south to seek overnight accommodation and await a wireless update next morning (some elected to stay put and
sleep in their vehicles). The reasoning behind this was that they were already surrounded by burnt ground so they were
safe here, the fact that there was neither food nor water there didn't seem to deter them - however as the evening turned to
night, most decided to turn around. With road closures now being managed for us, it was time for those of us in that area
to turn our attention to the fire (not that it hadn't been on our minds at all times), but subconsciously we knew that it was
not a threat to life or structure yet in the immediate area.

So what do we have? A multitude of spot fires not really going far because they were now being held back by the south-
erly wind, but nevertheless still spreading; burning power poles supporting live wires, we have to await the arrival of
Aurora team to disconnect the power; check Falmouth for possibility of spot fires. No spot fires detected, however the
sand dunes on the Northern side of the Lagoon Barway were burning and backing towards Falmouth, so this would need
close monitoring because of a possible wind shift. Such a shift could have showered Falmouth in burning embers and the
end result would not have been nice. As it was, we were getting the odd ember drifting in but thankfully it was quite
manageable.

While the firies in that area were kept very busy monitoring embers, doing road patrol, extinguishing power poles and
putting out roadside fires, the firies in Scamander area were certainly drawing on their reserve energy to keep going and
save as many structures as humanly possible. Continued pi2

11



The Valley and East Coast Voice Inc. 49, 18 February 9, 2017

10 years ago part two continued

Yes, they saved some, they lost some, some were beyond saving before the firies could get to them. As in any disaster
like this, there is never enough equipment and personnel to go round, especially when you are faced with the speed and
ferocity that this fire hit with. I have a clear recollection of delivering drinking water to the struggling firies, but did any
of us get food that night? That is one question that neither I nor any other fierie there can answer - if not, it didn't do us
any harm, Just goes to show that we did not have time to think of food.

With as much extinguished as we possibly can, no more standing structures burning, the clock hovering around midnight,
it’s time to think about handing over to the overnight watch and head home or somewhere to get a little sleep, if possible.
We are needed back here in the morning.

With the hand over completed, it is now time to head home or to the supplied accommodation and try to get that sleep
which we all knew would not come. We had all been so active for so long that our minds would Jjust keep racing, as well
as being full of smoke, making sleep virtually impossible. Added to this was the knowledge that, already past midnight,

of the dangers to life and property that the fire still presented. Let us head to the hills for a shower at least, how long had
it been since the last one? We all smelt the same, just like bush fire smoke.
With the St Marys pass still closed, those units returning to St Marys had no choice except to travel around the coast and

Just as we approached Falmouth Junction, we noticed a machine coming down the Pass, a quick chat and we were head-
ing up the pass to run the obstacle course to the top.

Back up top, report in, head for the family, the shower and bed,

NOTE, 1 have only dealt with the coastal area this time, that is not to say that I have forgotten that the fire around the St
Marys, Mt Nicholas , Cornwall area was stil] raging and spreading. | will address this next issue. I would like to ac-
knowledge that ALL firies and those people assisting us (caterers, cleaners, radio operators, record keepers, the list goes
on) were putting in the long hours, not just a few of us.

Gerald Anlich (A F § M)

St. Helens History Room, 61 Cecilia Street, St Helens, Tas. 7216 S

6376 1479 / histo ryroom@bode.tas.gov.au

January 18, 2017

‘Three Well Known Australians’ exhibition

The St Helens History Room is pleased to host ‘Three Well Known Australians’ exhibition by Mr Martin Shaw from
Sydney. The abstract painting was completed in 1982 and has been touring regions of Australia continuously since
then. Visitors have an opportunity to record their interpretation of just who these ‘Three Well Known Australians’
may be. The abstract painting has been recording these thoughts and interpretations throughout Australia since
1983. On view are also dozens of letters from various entities around Australla stating their thoughts on who these
figures in the painting might be. There are also Year Books on display recording the diverse range of views from
around the country on just what these painted figures represent. The artist, Martin Shaw, won't reveal the answer
however. Come and visit the St Helens History Room and see what you make of the project!

The exhibition is on view until Friday February 24, 2017,

Kym Matthews, Curator
St Helens History Room

The top ten most irritating phrases compiled by researchers at Oxford University.

1- Atthe end of the day 6 - Absolutely
2 - Fairly unique 7 - It's a nightmare
3 - | personaly 8 - Shoukdn't of
4 - At this moment in time 9- 2477
5 - With ali due respect 10 - It's not rocket science
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Highlights from 2016: Hub4Health Waiking
Group

Diana's Basin Walk on Wednesday 2nd March, Ten
walkers in our group turned up at Diana's Basin for our
walk along the beach to Moonah Rocks, a rugged and
picturesque outcrop of rocks on the northern end of
the beach. From there we headed up a bit of a steep
climb to the coastal scrub on a sandy 4WD track
above the beach, which we followed until we turned
onto the Onion Creek mouth track which led us back
to the coast. Back at the coast it was an intrepid
scramble over the several rocky outcrops, inter-
spersed with sand and climbs back up to the scrub
when we couldn't get through the rocks and waves.
The pleasant sight of the tiny shorebirds busy at the
pasin mouth, plus the fascinating rock formations on
the beaches, the panoramic views of the sea and St
Helens Island to the east, and the coastal strip with
the mountains to the south, made it a very interesting
and varied walk. Contributed by Wendy Saunders

Falmouth to Mariposa Beach This walk had 3 com-

ponents additional to the usual walk activity;

1. The significant modification / destruction by the
recent storm [a "1 in 50 year" event for Fal-
mouth!] This was observed first hand. Wow.

2. Eminent local historian / naturalist Tim McManus
met the group and spoke of aboriginal Falmouth
occupation and facts about their shellfish diet.
Much appreciated.

3. Revel explained other elements of historical settle-
ment of Falmouth as the group marched along.
Contributed by Revel Munro

The bull wheel at the Summit Mine, photo
taken by Garry Richardson

o5

Rocks strewn by storm, slipway at Mariposa, photo
taken by Revel Munroe

Liberator Mine: Alex gave us a talk on the eucalyptus
subcrenulata when we arrived at that point and | gave
a brief history of the Liberator mine. There were 21 in
the morning and in the afternoon 16 walked from the
Duco tunnel down to Crystal Creek, very pretty spot,
then up to the Australia mine boiler where | talked a bit
more about the mining history. The next stop was the
Don mine where we investigated the workings before
walking out to Crystal Hill road past Maddox's old
house site. A very enjoyable day.

Contributor: Garry Richardson

Saturday walk: Loila Lookout to Cerise Brook The
walk began on a 4WD track through open ironbark
forest with excellent views out across Diana's Basin
and the more distant Georges Bay, all highlighted by
the low April sun. For a while we followed the foot-
prints of a Tasmanian Devil who had walked along the
dusty track not long before us. Mid-morning found us
at a long log across our path, it proved an exceflent sit  Bay of Fires Coastal Walk, photo taken by Wayne Fulford
-down spot to stop for a snack. We then continued the

descent, through a stand of grasstrees and on down to the more dense forest of the valley bottom, here we
joined the Stonyford Track near the ford on Constable Creek. The remainder of the track, around muddy bog-
holes and over rutted mounds, brought us out to civilisation at the end of Medea Cove Road where we ended
the walk at Cerise Brook. There, the walkers enjoyed coffee and delicious cake in the pleasant surroundings of
the orchard and little golf course before returning to St Helens. Contributed by Alex Buchanan

New members are most welcome. We watk on Wednesdays starting 9am at Hub4Heaith. Please call
Hub4Health on 6376 2971 or Bryan Edhouse on 0414 987 435

Come join up soon!
Wayne Fulford, Publicity Officer-
H4H Walking Group
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Avoca Museum and Information Centre
Old School building PR X
Avoca Tasmania 7213

The next AVOCA Market is Saturday February 11, 2017 in the Hall
Contact Shirley at the Avoca Post Office 6384 2129 or 6384 2259

Stalls $5 per table *BBQ lunch sausage sizzle & hamburgers *Raffle each month *Morning Tea $3
*Proceeds go to an Avoca Community Group. *Please support the market and help our community prosper!

Stbmitted by Mary Knowles, Gipps Creek

The Say, by Cagerattler

I hadn't see it and listened to it all over the past couple of weeks I wouldn't have believed it. Donald J Trump is not for
real is he? He can't be. This is a nightmare isn't it, and we'll all wake up soon to find that's the case? The ego, the bigotry,
the racism, the tantrums, the bullying, the insults, the distrust of fellow Americans, the flawed reasoning, the rudeness to
other world leaders including our own Mr Turnbul] and the insensitivity and lack of diplomatic decency of this man
knows no bounds. That'd be okay except he's been in the top job - as I write this - a grand total of 17 days! Only about
1443 days to go if he serves just one term only 2900 or so if he by some miracle is re-elected. But who's counting?

An Australian counter terrorist expert said last week that when the extremist terror cells heard that Trump was elected
they celebrated because they thought they'd now have the catalyst for evil misguided excuses to carry out a Jihad (Holy
War) against the infidels (anybody from the west). It took him less than two weeks to start the insanity of tarring all Mus-
lims as potential terrorists which of course they're not. Not by a long chalk. The people he targets are refugees from
places of hatred and persecution trying to find peace, not bloody war. Our own mob are doing the same, just not as blatant
with the 'boat people’. It's shameful.

I'likened it to calling all priests pacdophiles because a tiny percentage out of hundreds of thousands of priests or clergy
across different faiths had committed such crimes. Of course this is not even remotely true or possible and is as ridiculous
as thinking all Mustims hold extremist views and want to kill everybody. The counter terrorist expert also said that of the
potential terror threats in the USA - around 122 people - 87 are born and bred U.S citizens. Only 35 have some overseas
links in some way.

Trump then sacks his Attorney General because she has doubts of the Ban order’s legality, and yet a senior Federal Jjudge
rules in a way that supports that opinion. He slams the press for negative bias but uses it to attack a growing number of
people who challenge his misguided views. We'd better chuck hypocrite in there too then.

We haven't talked about all the economic ramifications of his protectionist ideology for the USA that will hurt fellow
trading partners like Australia badly. We'll do that, maybe, another time.

Through this bloke, the USA and by definition ourselves are heading down a dangerous, hate filled and nervous path over
the next few years and I hope this fascist (there's another one) grows a conscience really really fast ... It's scary.

What do you think?

Rod McGiveron, St Marys
14
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Are you about to build or extend you home in or near the bush? It can be risky, especially on
our fire prone East Coast.

However, extensive scientific research has been done and help is available to reduce the risk to people and property.
There is a national standard for building in bushfire prone areas and, since 2012, laws for applying this Standard in
Tasmania.

Did you know that the vast majority of houses burnt down in bushfire are ignited by burning embers? By keeping the
embers out or reducing where they can accumulate, you can dramatically improve the survival chances of your home.
Before getting too far into the designing stage of your build, you should check with the Council or a Building Surveyor
if the area where you want to build is bushfire prone.

If it is, then a Bushfire Practitioner can assess your fevel of risk and provide guidance for the design of the home.
Much can be done in the building design and construction to make your home more fire resistant.

information — Chris Draffin 0418 833 881

Submitted by Chris Draffin — Accredited Bushfire Practitioner

Bushfire Attack Leve! {BAL) assessments & Bushfire Hazard Management Plans e
Evacuation Plans » Risk assessiments e Emergency Managenent Services
SOLUTIONS Contact: Chris Draffin — 0418 833 881 chris.draffin@ontoit.net.au

Ecological Restoration Skill Set Course
on the East Coast

Ten local residents recently completed a new TAFE
Course which was available on the East Coast for the
first time.

The Ecological Restoration Skill Set Course offers
students the opportunity to improve their conservation
land management skills in the areas of native flora and
weed identification, native fauna and feral animal iden-
tification, fauna surveying and habitat reguirements
and best practice in restoring degraded environments.
There is a growing demand for skills in ecological res-
toration as governments and private enterprise invest
in restoring degraded lands for nature conservation,
carbon credits and ecologically sustainable wood
products.

A recent report on the economic benefits of the
Skyline Tier restoration project located behind Scamander and Beaumaris estimated that the project had con-
tributed around $1.9 million to the local economy in recent years.

The course will be offered again this year with the ongoing support of TasTAFE, St Helens Neighbourhood
House and NRM North,

For further information about the course and enrolment details please contact Todd Dudley on 6376 1049.

Todd Dudley, President North East Bioregional Network Inc., St. Marys

Happy Ecological Restoration Skill Set Course graduates

SOMEGNE JUST HONKED Ransley’s Appliance Service
TO GET ME OUT OF MY POB 136 Scamander Tasmania 7215
PARKING SPOT FASTER

SO NOW
| HAVE TO SIT HERE UNTIL LRSS
BHTH UF Us ARE DEAD‘ .. then you need the services of our technicians

6372 5307 / 0428 761 811

Washing machine noisy?
Refrigerator runs too long?
Clothes dryer blows cold air?
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From 10am- 4pm, followed by a Cabaret!!
$10 per person - under 16 free

The Mustang Car Club

1S coming!! )
& Veterans Bike

Racing

FOR THE KIDS - Mechanical bull riding - $200 is up for grabs
for the longest ride (5 years of age and over), Slam Dunk
Basketball game, J umping Castle, Zorb Balls, Tea Cup Ride,
Show Bags, Side Shows, Stalls and Clowns!!

Plenty to eat and drink and
a Cabaret from 8pm until midnight - $10 entry,
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Hub4Health Walking Group submitted by
Wayne Fulford

AGM: The Coordinator, Bryan, suggested we meet at Ce-
rise Brook and have coffee and plum cake prior to the meel-
ing. Approximately 25 walkers attended, together with a rep-
resentative from Hub4Health. Bryan was unanimously ac-
ciaimed coordinator for 2017. The structure of each walk for
2017 would include an extension which might finish an hour
to an hour and half longer, than the shorter walk. A tonger
walk wouid still be led by an experienced local walker.
Contributor: Wayne Fulford

Hub4Heazlth to Cerise Brook Leader Lois Damell

On a sunny Wednesday morning 19 walkers set off from i = R
Hub4Health on the first walk of 2017. It was a glorious day Scamander Beach sand cliffs,
as the group strolled along the waterfront on their way to the photo taken by Wayne Fulford

Medea Cove Road turnoff. 1t was a nice flat walk around the
cove (with the odd incline) and the group easily walked the
2.5km from the main bridge around fo the end of the bitu-
men. After some discussion it was decided to alter course
and walk to the leaders house to avoid the dust of the dirt
road. From approximately 35m above sea level it was a
great view up Medea Cove and out over the town and Geor-
ges Bay. Once recuperated from tackling the rather steep
driveway the group made their way back to the Hub. Con-
tributor: Lois Damnelf

Scamander River Mouth to Winifred Curtis Leader
Pam Bretz

Another glorious day in Paradise and 18 of us gathered at
the carpark at the mouth of the Scamander River to walk Beautifil S‘ca%&n der Bééd’r o

along the beach to the Winifred Curtis Lookout, then over the - ' ’

stile and back via the track behind the dunes. No whales photo taken by Wayne Fulford

spotted this time but plenty of boats on the horizon and a few

shorebirds to keep the birdoes happy. We enjoyed the sunshine, the blue blue sea and the company. Breathing in all that
sea air must do us good, not to mention the exercise! Apart from one sneaky wave caltching one walker unawares there
were no mishaps, though the party did become separated at one point, so engrossed were they in conversation. Happily
we were all reunited back at the car-park. Coniributor: Pam Bretz

New members are most welcome. Please call Hub4Health:6376 2971 or Bryan Edhouse:0414 987 435.

5

i

- FALMOUTH COMMUNITY CENTRE |

Morrison Street, Falmouth

Sunday February 19
1-5pm

MUSIC
JAM SESSION

i

Dr Kutrena Stephenson, Chief Executive Officer of the
Local Government Association of Tasmania at left
with Clr Kylie Wright, Clr Janet Drummond
and Clr Hannah Rubenach-Quinn

On February |st, World Hijab Day, Break O’Day Council
held a local meeting with Local Government Association

i !
Tasmania executives. Three of the councillors choose to A great afternoon featurmg local talent!

wear a hijab to show solidarity for a woman's right to & ]
choose what they wear. Dr Katrena Stephenson CEO of _ Eve ryone welcome!
LGAT joined them in wearing a hijab during the meeting -

held at Tidal Waters, St Helens. FRE E ADM ISS I ON
Submitted by Cly Janet Drummond, St Marys Food available and Bar open
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A Day Out... a story of co-incidences.

On the way to Bicheno last week the editor of this pubtication and I were having a conversation about Australian children’s
literature; what we had read ourselves and what we read to those children around us. Inevitably as we wound our way
down the coast we strayed into the realms of those tales serial-
ised for TV or turned into movies, which we lovad, which we
hated and which we missed completely. Strangely enough our
self-confessed “horse mad kid” was totally unaware of Mary
Grant Bruce and her "Billabang" series,

Fast forward to our arrival in Bicheno and our eagle eyes spied
an antigues, bric a brac and secondhand book shop next to the
Post Office. No prizes for guessing where our feet immediately
took us, Boxes and boxes of old books waiting for someone with
an eye for a bargain or the wish to be reunited with a much
toved classic ... and who would have thought ... a well loved copy
of "Back to Billabong" loaking for a good home. Clearly it was
meant to have a new life in the Fingal Valley ... and OK I'll admit
bought an equally well loved copy of "My Love Must Wait" by
Earnestine Hill. For those of you unaware of that one, it's the
story of Matthew Flinders. So perfect for this history tragic.

A new book each calls for coffee, so off to the bakery we went to
sit and discuss our purchases over a light lunch. On the block
next door the building of the big shed is going ahead at a rapid B Ry : S - 3
pace so we are looking forward to its opening ... Who knows what Beautiful artworks firom the
treasures we will find there next time we venture down the coast. Waubs Bay Gallery, Bicheno

The final port of call for us was the Waubs Bay Gallery where we

had the chance to chat to Vanessa Richardson about her most extraordinary wildlife illustrations as well as the other items
on display. We both love raptors and there is a goad collection of prints, photographs and originaf works of art. If you
haven't visited lately, or at all, it's well worth the stop,

As we wound our way back up the hill we both thought ... there are so many talented and interesting people living and
working in this region and they all have a story to tell.

Wendy Fowler, St Marys

The Farm Shed East Coast Wine Centre is an exciting new addition to Bicheno's hospitality and retail offerings, It
showcases the magnificent wines of the region and incorporates wine-tastings and sales, coffee and wine bar, a retail gal-
lery for Tasmanian art and design, and a bost office,

We are located in a multi-use building inspired by an old farm shed on the southern entrance to Bicheno on the Tasman
Highway. The Farm Shed is developed and operated by Subi Mead and Helen Bain who have fifteen years’ hospitality ex-
perience, most recently operating Post Art & Design in Bicheno and previously at the fabled Left Bank Cafe in Swansea.

hitps.//www.facebook com/farmshedbichen a/
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hristmas in Cornwall, 2016




Specialising in both Domestic and Commercial projects
Tax deductible for business
Tier 1 supplier. for the best quality solar systems
TkW - 100 kW systems availabie
Cat us today for a FREF SOLAR QUOTE
Already have a quote?
WELL BEATITBY 5%
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Lic¢ nto, LG?E!OSI
Lic no, A4155228

Install one of our leading brands of
Heat Pumps today and stay WARM this WINTER |
while still staying COOL in SUMMER. ,'
-Floor mounted-
~Wall mounted- '
-Fully Ducted systems

-up to 18kW

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
New houses, wiring and repairs
Underground mains supply

Lighting Specialist
Interior and Exteriar
Advice, sales, and installation

Heat Pump/Heater Installations
- Supply and install all brands
- Floor, Wall, Ducted

Advice on all home heating =

S

_ RodShaw 0407-815.072

2 Nick Shaw 0439-414.299

Solar Instalistion
Domestic and business
TW to 100kwW

Call for a free guote

" 24798 Tasman Highway -
; St. HEJBHS, TaS, 72 ’I G '-' Y %T«m AL
5 Email ;3
¢ sthelectrical®gmailcom & %}

Electrical Contractors
Servicing the East Coast from Pyengana down Coles Bay
and through the Fingal Vallsy
Lic: 933671
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Do you have trouble with reading, writing, numbers or speaking?

®
Mark, a learner at Glenorchy LINC, has advice for anyone wanting to improve
their reading and writing:

"Don’t be scared to have a go. It is difficult, it is frustrating, but it does T .
build confidence and there is light at the end of the tunnel."” a‘Smama
I never wanted to go to school at first. In class I can’t ever remember learning loarn CISEOVET ANCESS

anything. I liked sport and woodwork and metalwork. I left school at year 10 and

got a job in the timber mill. For the last 27 years I’ve worked at Cadburys.

My wife pushed me into getting some help. We both realised that working was starting to involve
more paperwork. Also children came along and I wanted to try to understand what they were doing at
schoo!l and be able to help.

I can now read better. 1t’s helped me with learning the rules for basketball umpiring and I can read
and understand the paperwork at work, such as the documentation for trouble shooting problems with
machinery.

’m more confident about letting people know I have a probiem with reading and writing and I'm
more willing to have a go myself first before asking someone.”

If you or someone you know would like help, it is here and it is free and pri-
vate.
We can help with:

® Understanding forms and paperwork
¢ Improving maths

. Reading to your kids and helping with their school work

e Reading and understanding the road rules and sitting the test

° Finding the right training course for you

¢ Speaking English

¢ Computers and much more! (st the tools for life

Call or text Fiona on 0427 161 057 or call into the Library for a chat.

Thanks to Jun Li and Maurice Linfoot for allowing the publication of these items (below), found on the premises next to Ping's
Piace, Main Street St Marys. Hopefully they will be of interest to long term and recent residents of St Marys, and beyond. Editor.

My, - Tempest-Warman, 0ts
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Olit O]C the WOOdWOl”k lusurally like to start this article on a positive note, especially as a new year is

upon us. However, I think all will understand that it was with great sadness
that Guild members learnt of the passing of Mrs Lodge (Heather) on the
26™December, 2016.
s Heather was a keen supporter of our group and like many members an avid

-+ animal fover. We have one of her plants in cur memorial garden that was do-
; nated by her. It was grown from a cutting taken from her mother’s garden.
With nurturing and time we hope to propagate a separate piece that will grow
j accordingly, and be placed next to her mother's plant as a remembrance.
* We offer Glen, James and all the family our heartfelt condolences.

The Guild’s Open Day Fair will be held on April 8th. If you are interested in a stall the cost is S5 a table.
Please ring Wendy or Reon on 6372 2094 to book a space. Stay tuned for further information.

The Guild is open every day except Friday and Sunday (depending on volunteers) and other times by appointment,
Wendy Brennan, Secretary, St Marys 6372 2094
breakodaywoodcrafiguild, weebly.co
Jacebook.com/pages/Break- ODay-Wooderaft-Guild-Mens-Shed/

‘A Sporting History of Avoca District’
funded by Arts Tasmania,
will be open for another three months
so you can still visit
this excellent exhibition.

' CLEAN CRACK |
LAUNDROMAT

32 Main Street St Marys

CALTEX ST MARYS

MECHANICAL REPAIRS
& SERVICE

41 Main Street Coin operated washers
6372 2335/0419 503 109 and dryers
Fax 6372 2822 6.30am - 8pm
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St Marys Community Space Fundraiser
January 27, 2017 - 18 Groom Street, St Marys

THANKS

Thanks to Tanya of Building Blocks for the great kids activities, thanks to Mark of the Tasmanian Association of PCYC
Inc. for the Mac Van attending and the provision of the older age activities for kids, and to Minister Rene Hidding for
helping with the organisation of the Mac Van.

We saw approximately 50 kids attend the activities over the afternoon period and it was a lot of fun. Mark packed up
around 4:30pm and Tanya continued into the evening. It was a great sight to see adults of all ages, kids and teenagers
gathering on the proposed community space for the evenings activities.

Thanks to Trawldogs for the show, you rocked! Thanks to Kylie Wright for her singing. Thanks to ALL of the busi-
nesses in St Marys who gave generously for the auction and assisted with food donations, and thanks to Glenn McGuin-
ness for being a fantastic auctioneer!! _

Thanks to Liz of Mt Elephant Fudge, to Coffee & Slushie Wrinklers Beach and to the fund raising team who manned the
BBQ, for the food. BIG thanks to the community for turning up.

We had over 200 people on site at 18 Groom Street, during one head count. Just thank you everyone, if I have missed
anyone, please know that you are all thanked.

What a great event it was, so nice to see the space filled with families, kids and adults of all ages. The weather really put
on it's best for us all and we raised over $1,200 from the evening, plus we had a few donations from private individuals
who held other fundraising events, taking our total for the day close to $1,500 to put towards the establishment of the St
Marys Community Space.

Look out for our next fundraising event ... we look forward to it and hope you do too. We shall be collecting at the Easter
Races and we shall be doing something during the St Marys Annual Car Show and don’t forget the tins in all the shops,
just throw in your loose change as you can.

“Indeed, if your piliow is six years old—which is apparently about the average age for a pillow—it has been
estimated that one tenth of its weight will be made up of “sloughed skin, living mites, dead mites and mite
dung,”

— Bill Bryson, A Short History of Nearly Everything
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St Marys Sports Centre
Gray Road St Marys =~ -

Bar open Thursday 6 - 8pm Friday 6pm until close -
Saturday 2pm onwards - warm fire, cheap prices
Sunday 1.30 - 4.30pm Friday Happy Hour 6,30 -

Golf news We have had a few bookings for groups to
come and play on our country course, which looks great
with the greens being an ongoing project.

They look a lot better than this time last year. Good
work Roger, Macca, Christine and Tam.

Christmas Raffle Results: Lawnmower won by
Jacqui Bianchi, Karcher won by Karen Spilsbury, Cheer
won by Kevin Faulkner

The Centre has had a very good and rewarding Decem-
ber and January, and we are looking forward to the com-
ing months ahead.

A huge thank you to all our helpers,

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Heather Lodge,
who often came to our Centre. Heather always enjoyed
her Christmas functions,

The community has certainly lost a very special, hard
working member.,

- Licensee / treasurer Jim Turner 6372 2441

- Interim secretary Glenn McDonald 6372 2429
President Jacqui Bianchi 0439 978 156

- Vice President Tamatha Grose 0427 332 085
' eistmaryssporisciv@internode.on.nei

https:/fwww.facebook,com/stmarys ortscentreinc/
7.30pm with Pick the Pen, raffles and bar snacks <1 P Je B P

Bowls results St Marys won their last 4 games, On
Saturday February 4 they lost to Swansea at St Marys.
The singles East Coast Championships commenced on
Sunday February 5 with 16 entries. Congratulations to
veteran 80 year old John McDonald who is the only St
Marys player to advance to the finals on Sunday 12 at St
Marys. Carol Sweeney from Scamander is the only fe-
male to advance to the finals; this is the first time Carol
has entered a competition, and shocked herself by her
own victory,

Bowls Raffle drawn at Clive Berwick Memorial Day
results: 1st, Cart of goodies won by Macca; 2nd, Family
Pizza won by Macca; 3rd, Beauty Pack won by a lady
from Launceston,

Clive Berwick Memorial Day competition winners:
Kodie Donald, Jack and Jacob Viney. A preat day was
had by all and it proved to be the best Clive Berwick
Day ever. Lots of hard work by all to get this event so
organised. Thank you to both groups.

Pelorus Jack was a Risso's dolphin which helped guide ships through a perifous strefch
of water between the islands of New Zealand. First seen in 1888, and last seen in April
1912, *he’ would meet and escort ships through Cook Strait, New Zealand. In 1904
Pelorus Jack was shot at from a ship called The USS Penguin, after which a law was
passed prolecting Jack from any harm in the future, Interestingly, the experience didn't
put him off his important work, though Jack would never escort The Penguin again, and
it was wrecked on the rocks two years later. Pelorus Jack would swim alongside a ship
for twenly minutes at a time. If the crew could not see Jack at first, they would often wait

for him fo appear.

Welcome Everyone
lo Mt Elephant Fudge

Why not come with friends for morning or
afternoon tea - cakes, ice-creams and Sweefs
galore or maybe lunch - quiche (with or without
salad) - delicious is the buzz, or toasted
sandwiches.

I look forward to seeing you soon! @

Harris Funerals
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley
" We are here when you need us.

Burial or cremation, traditional or
unique funeral services available.

Office & Chapel:
46 Tully Street St Helens
6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au

Member of the
Australian Funeral Directors Association
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ACROSS E 2 2
1. Mystic

L & & 7

g

5 I EER R

6. Not fully closed 14
10.  slaw

hia]

ey
=

14. Log home
15, Tibetan monk

18

B

Pa
£a

16. Chalcedony

17. Vengeful punishment
19. Flexible mineral

20. Shooting star

21.G % |27 |28

22. Verse

22 24

25

23. Tall woody plants a2
25. Sea eagles

26. Exhausts 8
30. It crosses a river

32, Disquiet 1
35. Blimp

42

a0

39. Pique
40. Covet
41. A flavourful addition |47 |48 |4
43. Cligue

ET T

44, Withstand £
46. Writing table

47. Catapulited &l
50. Encounters

53. Feces 2
54, American Sign Lan-

guage &
55. Large indefinite

amount
60. Therefore DOWN
61. Mistress of a chateau
63. Place

64. Greek letter

65. Leave out

66. Contributes

67. Accomplishment

68. Earthquake

. Fraud

. Undulation
. Incite

. Not yours

. Metal bar

. Memory loss
. Be worthy of
10. Compacted
11. Scallion

OG0 ~1 SN s L2 b

Solution on p29

13. Tests
FO0 WAS HERE 18. Mistake

24, Diminish

25. Everglades bird

26. Petty quarrel
27. Relating to aircraft 48. Sensational

28. Brace

. A high alpine meadow  29. Prodigious
. Coastal diving bird 31. Prank

33. Utilizing
34. Cleave
36. Employ

43.C
45. Empathize
47. Grave marker

49. Exhorted

51. Foot digit

52. Bottoms of shoes

54. Corrosive

56. Broad valley

57. 53 in Roman numerals

37. Coloured part of an eye 58. Terminates
12. French school 38. Glance

59, Appear

42. Detective (slang) 62. Little bit

Libraries (Closed public holidays)

61 Cecilia Street St Helens 31 Main Street St Marys Fingal Online Access Centre |

6387 5530 63722114 29 Talbot Street 6374 2222

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thurs 10am - Ipm,  Monday, Wednesday & Monday, Wednesday &

2 —ISpm Friday 12.30 - 4pm Friday 9am - 4pm

Fri 10am - Ipm, 2 - 6pm Tuesday & Thursday 10am - Tuesday & Thursday 9am - 12pm
L Sat {0am - 12pm 12.45pm

I told my friend she drew her eyebrows on too high.

She seemed surprised.
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Regional Business / Services Guide

Accommodation

Addllestone House St Marys 6372 2783
Fish-Tales On The Bay 0439 265 362
Mariton House St Marys 6372 2059
Queechy Cottages 6376 1321
Seaview Farm St Marys 6372 2341
St Marys Historic Hote! 6372 2181,
Tidal Waters Resort 6376 1999
Arts & Crafts

A Man’s Cave St Marys

Gone Rustic Studio 6372 2724
Australia Post

Fingal 6374 2195

Mathinna 6377 1168

St Helens 131318

St Marys 6372 2124

Scamander 6372 5664

Bakers

St Helens Bakery 6376 1260

St Marys Bakery 6372 2131

Banks

CBA St Helens (atm) 6376 2295
CBA St Marys (atm) 6372 2268
Boarding Kennels

The Gums St Marys 6372 2512,
Upper Scamander Kennels 6372 51 57,
Wagabouts 6376 2131

BOD Business Enterprise Centre
St Helens 6376 2044

Break O’Day Councit 6376 7900
Bus Services

Calows Bus Service

St Marys 6372 2476,

St Helens 6376 2161

Butcher IGA St Marys 6372 2274
Cable Locations

Michael Smith 0408 059 521

Carers for Wildlife Tas Inc.

St Marys 6372 2973/ 0417 017 105
Cartage Contractors

C & D Excavations 6372 2033
Trofter's Contracting 6372 2107
Child Care

St Marys Child Care Centre 6372 2187
Chinese Groceries & Medicines
Ping’s Place St Marys 0411 186 573
Churches

Anglican Ch St Helens 6376 1144,
Catholic Ch St Marys 6372 2252,
Salvation Army St Marys 6372 2099,
Uniting Ch St Helens 6376 2405
Community Car St Marys 6372 4415
Confectionary

Mt Elephant Fudge 6472 2787
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Dentist St Helens 6376 2359
Designer-Building

Building Design Studio 6372 2000
Doctors

St Helens 6376 1777

St Marys 6387 5555

Electrical Repairs

Ransley's 6372 5307

St Helens Electrical 6372 5522
Funeral Directors

Harris Funerals 6376 1153
Gardening Services Andrew Daven-
port St Marys 0419 113 836

Glass Replacement

East Coast Glass 6372 5361

Golf Clubs

St Marys Sports Centre Inc 6372 2177
Hairdressers

Shear Scissors St Marys 0422 073 020
Health Foods Purple Possum

St Marys 6372 2655

Hub4Heaith St Helens 6376 5242
Horticulturist Pefer Dane 6372 2686
Hospitals

St Helens 6387 5570

St Marys 6387 5555

Insurance Brokers

McKitlop Insurance 0400 984 595
Justice of the Peace

K Faulkner 8372 2196

Libraries

St Marys 6372 2114

St Helens 6376 1389
Lymphoedema Centre St Marys
6272 2900

Marriage Celebrants

Melanie Norton 0409 838 816
Meals on Wheels

St Marys 0488 384 344

Mechanics Michael Aulich 6372 2991 ,
Grant Faulkner St Marys 6372 2335
Museums Cranks & Tinkerers

St Marys 0417 648845
Newsagencies

St Marys 6372 2143

St Helens 6376 1182

Scamander 6372 5275

Online Access Centres

Fingal 6374 2222

St Helens 6376 1116

St Marys 6372 2005

Painters East Coast Mobile Spray
Paint 6372 5571

MLN Enterprise Painting 0439 722718 | For inclusions / amendments call

Pharmacies Scamander 6372 5495
St Marys 6372 2844

St Helens 6376 1374

Plumbers PJ Child 6372 5378

R Harwood 6372 2445
Proofreading / transcribing services
Leissa Dane 6372 2686

Realtors Surf Coast Realty 6372 5321
LJ Hooker St Helens 6376 2300
Roberts St Helens 6376 1799

View St Helens 6376 1592
Restaurants/Cafes

The Bank Tea House St Marys

Coach House St Marys 6372 2529

Mt Efephant Pancake Barm 6372 2263,
Purple Possum Wholefoods 6372 2655
Mt Elephant Fudge 6372 2787
Secondhand Dealers and
Collectables Secondhand Rose

St Marys AH 6372 2267

Septic tank cleaner / Water Carriers
Splash Seymour 0488 777 713
Schools - District High Schools

St Helens 6376 7100,

St Marys 6372 3900

Primary Schools

Avoca 6384 2117,

Fingal 6374 2197

Service Stations/Fuel

Avoca 6384 2157

Scamander 6372 5193,

St Marys 6372 2335

Supermarkets

Avoca Rihouse 6384 2157

Hilly's IGA St Marys 6351 1997
Hifly's IGA St Helens 6376 1161
Holder Bros Fingal 6374 2171

St Helens Super IGA 6376 1177

St Marys IGA 6372 2240

Scamander Supermarkef 6372 5125
Surfing Supplies Scamander Beach
Surf Shop 6372 5529

Bay Surf Shop 6376 1755
Telephone, Data and TV

John Heron 6372 2402

Dave Morris 0402 969 393
Surveyors

East Coast Surveying 6376 1972
Vets East Coast Vet Clinic 6376 1577
North East Vet Clinic 6321 8999
Woodecraft Guild Old Railway Goods
Shed St Marys 6372 2094

0403 430 452
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Graduates of Certificate II1 in Community Services to give back to the Community
February 7, 2017

Giving back to their community was the commion theme when nine locals graduated with a Certificate I11 in

Community Services on Friday February 3.

Hosted at the Break O’ Day Child and Family Centre and facilitated by Avidity Training, the majority of the attendees
expressed their desire to give back to the Break O’Day community with their new skills. Some said their new qualifica-
tion would allow them to go on and complete further studies
while others were keen to seek employment or volunteering
opportunities within the community.

“The value of this course is that it not onty allows people to up-
skill and open up a broader range of employment opportunity,
but also gives them the skills required to give back to their com-
munity. Therefore, the entire Break O” Day community are the
real winners here. On behalf of Break O’ Day Council I con-
gratulate them on their achievements and wish them every suc-
cess in the future,” Mayor Mick Tucker said.

The graduates all expressed their sincere thanks to Break O'Day
Child and Family Centre and Avidity Training for the opportu-
nity.

One graduate stated “Thanks to Avidity Training and The Break
O’Day Child and Family Centre, 1 was able to get back info
study in our local community. 1 have now gained confidence to
continue on with my study...”

Cert. 11l in Community Services graduates, Shannon
Flack, Jeanette Law, Marie Owens, Tina Lockett, Kelly
Sheenan (Facilitator), Susan Gibson, Jeanymaree
Jenkinson, Hayley Ransley and Jessie Pearce. Absent
Kylie Bucknell.

For further information please contact Break O'Day Council
Comnmunications Coordinator, Jayne Richardson
on 6376 7900 or G400 454 089

Upgrade projects at St Helens remain priority for TasWater 25 January 2017

After heavy rainfali last Friday morning, described as a one in five year weather event resulted in an overflow of a

St Helen’s sewage pump station into Georges Bay, TasWater has confirmed the projected timing for upgrades to the
Esplanade pump station.

Tenders for the $1.2m new Esplanade pump station and rising main upgrades will commence next week, which will assist
with preventing future spills.

TasWater is focused on improving network storage and pumping to combat rainfall events. “TasWater is responsible for
760 pump stations across Tasmania and the sewage pump stations closest to shellfish leases are the top of our priority”
CEQO Mike Brewster said.

“The timing of the extraordinary rainfall was unfortunate and TasWater understand the impacts to local oyster growers in
the Georges Bay area. We will continue to work with the growers to minimise the impact on their business. TasWater ap-
preciate the significant economic impacts to the community
in the short term and are confident the final pump station up-
grade will make a difference” Mr Brewster said.

On becoming aware of the issue, TasWater notified Break
O’Day Council, the EPA, TSQAP and Oysters Tasmania.
TasWater also contacted the Environmental Health Officer at
Break O’ Day to inform the extent of the spill as standard
procedure. TasWater erected signs and commenced sampling
at Beauty Bay and the Esplanade, which will continue over

=t Marys

PHARMA

Main Street St Marys 7215

the next few days.

Whilst working with the shellfish industry in Tasmania, Tas-
Water identified that the bacteriophage process used overseas
and interstate was a potential solution for the challenges that
come from weather events such as this.

With continued support to the industry across the state, Tas-
Water are one of several bodies that contribute funds to help
pursue solutions that have the potential to reduce closure
times from 21 days to as little as 10 days.

The $1.2m upgrade to the Esplanade Pump Station is ex-
pected to be complete by November.

Submitted by TasWater Media

Ph 63722844

Kodak copies from 45¢
Ear piercing $27
including earrings and solution
with qualified staff Bec, Sally &
Cassie

/!f.k

Pharmacist instore Monday - Friday
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NORTH East

i
SANCTUARY

TASMANTA

Gorgeous Bert just wants to be by your side.
He is good with other dogs but is more interested in his
humans  Whether you're a household of one person or
many, once he picks his human he doesn't want to leave
your side. Bert it seems is a bit deaf, but since he's
focused on you getting his attention isn't hard!!
He's very low maintenance and is happy to either
snooze the day away, ride in the car or Just generally
keep you company whatever you are doing

We had a good adoption day on January 21st at the
North East Vet Clinic with 6 adoptions,
Thanks to those wonderful people.

We desperately need wet kitten food for the
31 kittens we have.

How carv yow sove one hundred caty?
Spay one:

B S
This is 10 day old *Chance’, found on the road on the way
to Bridport. Scottsdale vet nurse Tara has been looking
after her but we have taken over her care now,
Keep your fingers crossed for Chance.

0457 081 533

michelle.jesson@bigpond.com

Meals on Wheels 0488 384 344
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I’m Fine Thank You

There is nothing the matter with me,

I’m as healthy as I can be,

[ have arthritis in both knees

And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze,
My pulse is weak, my blood is thin,

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

Arch supports I have for my feet,

Or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street,
Sleep is denied me night after night,

But every morning I find I'm alright.

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape that I’'m in.

The moral is this as my tale unfolds,
That for you and me who are growing old,
It’s better to say I'm fine, with a grin
Than to let folks know the shape we are in.

How do [ know that my youth is all spent:
Well, my ‘get up and go’ has got up and went.
But I really don’t mind when 1 think with a grin
Of all the grand places my ‘get up’ has bin.

My age is golden, I've heard it said

But sometimes { wonder as [ get out of bed.
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup,
My eyes on the table until I wake up.

Ere sleep overtakes me, | say to myself,

Is there anything else [ can lay on the shelf?

When I was young my slippers were red,

I could kick up my heels over my head.

When 1 was older my slippers were blue

But I could dance the whole night through.
Now I am old my slippers are black,

I walk to the store and puff my way back.

[ get up each morning and dust off my wits
And pick up the paper and read the *Obits’.

If my name is still missing | know I’m not dead
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed.

Thanks to Ruth McGiveron of St Marys for sending that
poem in. Editor,
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How many words of three letters 2.
or more can you find in
GEOGRAPHY?

Answer next edition.

Totes
Here lies the body, but not the soul, of “totally”,
bastardised beyond recognition from a
gorgeous, absolute adverb into an uber-
chilled shrug or nod of the head.

Not only that, it has a tendency to take other
words down with it. “Totes emosh”, “totes cray™:
no syllable is safe. All is not lost, however: so
omnipresent is “totes” that your grandmother
says it to mean “yes”, which means it should
be getting measured up for its wooden
overcoat pretty soon.

Tip locations and opening hours

Ansons Bay

Long w/ends Mon Scamander, Coach
12-4 Street

Wed/Sun 12 -4 Tues/Thurs 10 - 4
Fingal, Mathinna Road Sun2-5

Tues/Thurs 10 -4
Sun2-5

Pyengana, Tasman
Hwy No builders’
waste please
Wed9-1,8un 2-5

St Helens, Eagle Street
Open 7 days 10 - 4

St Marys, Gray Road
Tues/Thurs 10 - 4
Sun2-5
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Buichery specials February 8 - 14

ST MARYS IGA SUPERMARKET
38 Main Street _Ph/Fax 6372 2240 Butcher instore weekdays 8am - 2.30pm 6372 2274
Monday - Friday 8am - 6.30pm Saturday 8am - S5pm Sunday 10am - 5pm

- “plkg Butchery speciuls February 15 - :21 ' prkg
Pork Leg Roast Boneless 11.99 Rump Steak 18.99
Leg Of Lamb 10.99 Corned Silverside 9.99
Lamb BBQ Chops 12.99 Blade Roast 12.99
BBQ Blade Steak 12,99 Nichols Chicken Variety Cuts 545
Nichols Whole Bagged Chickens 5.45¢ea Ingham Chicken Kiev 2.4%9ea

U Two week specials February 8-21 o

Juicy Isle Fruit Drink 2L 1.99 Nanda Pasta Range 500g 99
Devondale Cheese Block 500g 4.99 Tim Tam Or Mint Slice Value Pack 330g 3.99
Ski Yoghurt 1kg 2.99 Twisties Range 90g 1.69
Streets Ice Cream Variety Pack 20pk 14.99 Arnotts Shapes Range 160 -190g 1.99
Chum Canned Dog Food 1.2kg 2,49 Sanitarium Weetbix 575g 249
Lucky Dog Dry Food 3kg 5.99 Sanitarium So Good {L 1.99
Maggi 2 Minute Noodles 5pk 1.97 Pantene Shampoo or Conditioner 350ml 3.49
Tas Taste Flour 2kg 1.42 Fountain Tom or BBQ Sauce Squeeze 500m| 1.99
Kleenex Viva Paper Towel 2pk 2.99 CSR White Sugar 2kg 3.49
Do Laundry Powder 500g 1.84 Blast Dish Washing Liquid 400ml 1.49

Incorporating St Helen's Transport & Coles Bay Carrier

Launceston 6339 4900
St Helens 6376 1143
Fax 6339 2900
suncoastexp@netspace.net.au

John Campbell

Jamie Harper
0438 392 621

0408 012 145

Diana’s Basin Walk, photo taken by Wendy

Saunders for Hub4Health Walking Group.
More highlights on p13

Government cuts have
forced the closure of
the ABCs Qutback
Shortwave radio ser-
vice. Now, if you
want weather or fire
warnings, you have to
carry your own
satellite dish!

The Valley and East Coast Voice Inc.
is available at the following outlets:

Avoca Post Office Holder Bros Fingal
Coachouse Restaurant  Mathinna Post Office
St Marys Scamander S/market
The Farm Shed, Bicheno St Marys IGA

Hilly's IGA St Helens St Marys Newsagency

Hilly's IGA St Marys

Printed and published by
The Valley and East Coast
Voice Inc.
POB 230
St Marys Tasmania 7215,
Q" 609722 951852
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